IT'S TIME TO TAKE CONTROL OF PHRAGMITES!! !

The non-native invasive species of phragmites (frag-MY-teez) is becoming the sole
dominant plant in many areas of the Portage Lake shoreline. Although Phragmites
seeds can cause a small amount of spread, most reproduction is accomplished through
rhizomes growing along the ground. A single stand of Phragmites can spread 30-50 feet
per year through these rhizomes. Plants can grow as high as 15 feet with nearly 80% of
the plant mass contained in the root mass below ground up to 6 feet in depth. If left
unchecked, dense Phragmites stands can block views of our lake and make beaches
inaccessible. In addition, the spread of Phragmites can drive out native plant species
thereby destroying beneficial wildlife habitat.

Complete eradication of phragmites is unlikely and control will require a community
commitment to a long-term management approach. This was started with the Portage
Lake Watershed Forever survey of the lake in late July, 2008. The results of that survey
identified several large stands of phragmites and many smaller areas. The Portage Lake
Association and the Portage Lake Garden Club began working with the PLWF
committee to do a PHRAGMITES DEMONSTRATION PROJECT. This took place this
fall on the village owned property at the Farr Center. A licensed applicator treated the
phragmites in this area and was available to answer questions and review treatment
options. The fall is the best time to treat as this is when the plant is taking nutrients
down to its root system. An aquatic formulation of glyphosate, such as Rodeo or Shore-
Klear, was identified as an effective herbicide for landowners to use A surfactant must
be added to glyphosate or a combination product such as Shore-Klear Plus may be
used. Hand swiping, stem injection and backpack spraying were some of the techniques



of application that were demonstrated. Several weeks after treatment or in the spring,
the old plants should be cut to the ground and destroyed.

Information on this project and phragmites control can be found on our website at
www.onekama.info if you go to the Portage Lake Watershed Forever site. There are
also many sources of information on the internet such as www.phargmites.info,
www.michigan.gov/deginlandlakes, Be sure and watch for future programs and
educational events on phragmites control for Portage Lake.




